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During a month when we recognize 

Veterans Day, we must also take a mo-
ment to recognize those who play an 
instrumental role in the life of a vet-
eran: their caregivers. By passing this 
bill, we could make a big difference for 
the veteran and their caregiver. 

I am grateful to my constituents for 
bringing this need to my attention, and 
I call upon my colleagues to join me in 
this effort in supporting H.R. 2894. 
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DEFEATING ISIS AND 
PRESIDENT’S SYRIA STRATEGY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. YOUNG) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today on behalf of 
countless Hoosiers who are concerned 
for our troops. Like many Americans, 
we are increasingly dismayed by the 
Obama administration’s incoherent 
strategy to defeat ISIS and protect 
American interests around the world. 

As someone who served this country 
in the United States Marine Corps, and 
now as an elected Representative, I 
take seriously our responsibility here 
in Congress to demand war strategies 
that put American military personnel 
in a position to successfully complete 
their missions. This responsibility to 
our troops—to set them up for vic-
tory—has contributed to a new level of 
frustration felt by many of us over 
President Obama’s disjointed foreign 
policy decisions in the Middle East. 

Just last Friday, without any input 
from Congress, and absent any form of 
public debate, a White House spokes-
person announced to the world that 
President Obama was authorizing the 
deployment of U.S. special operators 
directly into the fray in Syria. 

Rather than hear it straight from our 
Commander in Chief, it took President 
Obama 3 full days to appear publicly 
and discuss his decision to escalate 
U.S. involvement and put more Amer-
ican boots on the ground. 

On the one hand, I applaud the ad-
ministration for any attempts to de-
grade the capabilities of ISIS and sta-
bilize a war-torn Syria. However, it re-
mains unclear what these brave special 
operators have been asked to accom-
plish. And, what strategy will enable a 
few dozen U.S. special operators to de-
cisively drive ISIS from their strong-
hold in Raqqa? 

To be clear, I know many of these 
valorous special operators personally. I 
am familiar with their remarkable 
ability to accomplish seemingly impos-
sible missions, even with the odds 
stacked against them. But these war-
riors are not magicians. They are not a 
magic elixir capable of turning the tide 
of a 4-year, multifaceted civil war. 
They must be empowered to win. 

President Obama tells us the U.S. 
mission is to degrade and defeat ISIS. 
But for that to succeed, he must ar-
ticulate a broader strategy for the re-
maining 15 months of his tenure as 
Commander in Chief. 

As it currently stands, limited air-
strikes and a handful of special forces 
operators will not sufficiently empower 
the United States and our partners to 
initiate change in the region. 

Unfortunately, I fear that this marks 
yet another instance of the President 
dictating U.S. defense policy by pop-
ular opinion. This is unfair to our men 
and women in uniform, their families, 
and it is unfair to all Americans. 

My fervent hope is that during the 
close of this administration, a coher-
ent, longer-term strategy is developed 
that empowers the greatest military in 
the world to protect American inter-
ests and to bring stability to a region 
desperately in need of peace. 
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HONORING OUR VETERANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Iowa (Mr. YOUNG) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today, as we approach Veterans 
Day, to honor the brave men and 
women who have served our country in 
uniform. 

Now, earlier this year, I met with a 
group of young Iowans in Greenfield, 
Iowa, belonging to the Junior Opti-
mists Club. They found a truly unique 
way to pay tribute to our Iowa vet-
erans. 

The Sidey family owned and pub-
lished the Free Press in Greenfield, 
Iowa, for over 125 years. The Free Press 
would publish in their newspaper let-
ters Iowa servicemembers sent home to 
their families over the years. 

The Junior Optimists I met with 
went through the Sideys’ collection of 
letters from World War II from sol-
diers. They picked out the ones they 
found most interesting or compelling 
and read them aloud at a Flag Day 
celebration that I was fortunate to at-
tend. 

I want to share one here, and I will 
put some others in the RECORD here 
with my colleagues in the House of 
Representatives, and enshrine them in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD so that we, 
and future generations, may always re-
member the very real and human 
struggles our men and women face as 
they leave their loved ones and family 
behind to bravely secure and serve our 
country with dignity, honor and dis-
tinction. 

I would like to read one of these let-
ters, written by Lieutenant Kenneth 
Eatinger of Adair County, Iowa. 

July 23, 1943. 
Dear Little Brother: 
I hope and trust you will be able to read 

this all by yourself, but if you can’t, mother 
will read it to you and you will be able to 
save it and read it yourself at a later date 
after you have learned to read better. 

Sonny, I know you miss me. I miss you 
too. It is too bad this war could not have 
been delayed a few more years so that I 
could have been with you a while longer and 
do all the things I had planned to do with 
you. But I suppose we must be brave and put 
those things off for now. 

If I could just get home once more to see 
you and all the folks again and have them 
meet my little wife and baby, I wouldn’t ask 
for anything more. 

When you are a little older, you will know 
why your brother had to leave home for so 
long. You know we have a big country and 
we have big ideals as to how people should 
live and enjoy the riches of it and how each 
is born with equal rights to life, freedom, 
and the pursuit of happiness. 

Unfortunately, there are some countries in 
the world where they do not have these 
ideals, where a boy cannot grow up to be 
what he wants to be, with no limits on his 
opportunity to be a great man such as a 
great statesman or a businessman, a farmer, 
a soldier. 

Because there are many people in other 
countries who want to change our Nation, its 
ideals, its form of government and way of 
life, we must leave our homes and families to 
fight. 

When it is all over, your brother is going 
to bring his little family home to see you 
and Mom and Dad and Inez and all the rest. 
In the meantime, take good care of Mom and 
Dad and grow up to be a good boy and a good 
young man. 

Study hard when you are in school. Be a 
good leader in everything good in life. Be a 
good American, strive to win, but if you 
must lose, lose like a gentleman, and be a 
good sport. Don’t be a quitter, either in 
sports or in your business or profession when 
you grow up. 

Get all the education you can. Stay close 
to Mom and follow her advice. Obey her in 
everything, no matter how you may at times 
disagree. She knows what is best and will 
never let you down or lead you away from 
the right and honorable things of life. 

Little Brother, if I don’t come back, you 
will have to be Mom and Dad’s protectors 
when they get older because you will be the 
only one they have. You must grow up to 
take my place as well as your own in their 
life and heart. 

Last of all, don’t forget your brother. Pray 
for him to come back from this war, and if it 
is God’s will that he does not, be the kind of 
boy and man your brother wants you to be. 

Kiss Mother, Dad, and Inez for me every 
night. Goodbye for now, Little Brother. With 
love to you and all the family, Your Brother. 

Mr. Speaker, these are the words of a 
brave man, and they ring as true today 
as they did over 70 years ago when they 
were written. They embody the ideals 
of this great Nation and the ethos of 
our Armed Forces that have fought, 
sacrificed, and died for our country so 
that we can remain free. 

My friends and colleagues, next 
week, when we recognize these men 
and women on Veterans Day, look 
them in the eye and say, ‘‘Thank you.’’ 
For their bravery and sacrifices, they 
deserve our unwavering gratitude and 
respect. 

May God bless them, and may God 
bless these United States of America. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
WILLIAM ‘‘BRIT’’ KIRWAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COS-
TELLO of Pennsylvania). The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. HOYER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, first, I 
would say I was moved by the remarks 
of the gentleman who just spoke, and I 
know we all join him in his sentiments. 
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Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay trib-

ute to an individual who has made a re-
markable impact on higher education 
in this country and in my State. He has 
done that for more than a half a cen-
tury. 

William English ‘‘Brit’’ Kirwan re-
tired at the end of the June as chan-
cellor of the University System of 
Maryland. He served as chancellor for 
the past 12 years, and, during that 
time, he oversaw the period of growth, 
transformation, and achievement, 
which included the integration of on- 
line technology with course instruction 
and a 24 percent increase in enroll-
ment. 

Dr. Kirwan’s lifetime of service to 
higher education, Mr. Speaker, began 
in his youth, which was spent on or 
around college campuses in Louisville 
and Lexington, Kentucky, and Dur-
ham, North Carolina. 

His father, Dr. A.D. Kirwan, was an 
accomplished educator and college ad-
ministrator as well, having written and 
lectured in history at the University of 
Kentucky and later served as dean and 
its president. 

Brit Kirwan followed in his father’s 
footsteps, luckily for all of us, attend-
ing the University of Kentucky, and 
later pursuing his master’s and doc-
torate in mathematics from Rutgers 
University in New Jersey. 

Dr. Kirwan came to the University of 
Maryland College Park in 1964, a year 
after I graduated. He came as an assist-
ant professor of math. After 24 years 
teaching in the department, and having 
been elevated to the department chair, 
and then provost, Dr. Kirwan was se-
lected as the president of the univer-
sity in 1988. 

He led the university system of 
Maryland’s flagship campus for a dec-
ade, before leaving to become president 
of The Ohio State University. 

I think I speak for all Marylanders 
when I say we were very happy when he 
came back to Maryland. I was a mem-
ber of the Board of Regents at the 
time, and I remember participating in 
a meeting when we were searching for 
a new chancellor. 

I asked my colleagues, ‘‘If we could 
get Brit to come back, what would you 
think?’’ All of them were extraor-
dinarily enthusiastic. 

So I called his house in Ohio, and his 
wife, Patty, answered, and I asked her 
if she and Brit would be interested in 
returning. Patty immediately replied 
they would both like to be closer to 
their grandchildren. Luckily, they 
were living in Maryland. 

I took that as a good sign and, a 
short time later, Brit was back as 
chancellor of the university system. He 
managed a network that serves over 
165,000 undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents at 12 universities, two regional 
higher education centers, and one re-
search center. It is the 12th largest uni-
versity system in America. Under Dr. 
Kirwan’s leadership, it has become a 
national model for excellence in higher 
education, research, and applied inno-
vation. 

Dr. Kirwan has been called upon by 
both Democratic and Republican Presi-
dents over the years to advise on issues 
relating to higher education access and 
performance. And certainly, he has 
been asked by United States Senators 
and Members of this House for his ad-
vice and counsel as well. 

He has been committed, throughout 
his years as an administrator, Mr. 
Speaker, to the principle that edu-
cation ought to be accessible to all, 
and it ought to be seen as a tool to help 
people enrich their lives for learning, 
while advancing their careers. Among 
his major priorities have been making 
the university campuses more diverse 
and making attending college more af-
fordable. 

Under his leadership, the university 
system built partnerships with the pri-
vate sector and the State and Federal 
Government in order to further the 
cause of advanced research and innova-
tion that has practical application for 
economic growth and national defense. 

Last year, Mr. Speaker, I was proud 
to be on hand to inaugurate a new test 
site in southern Maryland for un-
manned aircraft systems, which will 
help in the development of new aero-
space technologies and bring business 
development and skilled jobs to that 
region. 

Dr. Kirwan has always understood 
that we need to do more to ensure that 
everyone who wants to pursue higher 
education can do so and that our col-
leges and universities are helping to 
produce skilled innovators and work-
ers. He knew that the university sys-
tem was a partner in economic growth 
in our State and that university and 
academic institutions were partners in 
growing the U.S. economy. 

Mr. Speaker, I have had the pleasure 
of working closely with Dr. Kirwan for 
many years, and I have seen, firsthand, 
his passion for higher education, his re-
spect for faculty and staff, and his love 
of students. 

Last week, I had the opportunity to 
participate in a ceremony to rededicate 
the University of Maryland mathe-
matics building in honor of Dr. Brit 
Kirwan. That building, in which he 
taught mathematics, is now named in 
his honor for him. 

All of us, Mr. Speaker, have wit-
nessed his determination to make the 
university system of Maryland a source 
of pride for our State and for our coun-
try, and he has done so. 

He has been a man who is deeply de-
voted to his wife, Patty, a wonderful 
woman, and their wonderful family and 
their community. Patty Kirwan is, her-
self, an extraordinary partner in the 
success that she and Brit have both 
achieved. 

Mr. Speaker, Chancellor Brit Kirwan 
is a man of extraordinary intellect, vi-
sion, understanding, compassion, char-
acter, and principle. He has brought all 
of these traits to bear in all of the im-
portant roles he performed throughout 
every endeavor in his life. 

On behalf of all of us who live in our 
State but, indeed, on behalf of all the 

citizens of the United States whom he 
has advantaged in one way or another, 
I thank Dr. Kirwan for his leadership 
on behalf of the higher education for 
our State and for our country. 

Dr. Kirwan has stepped down as chan-
cellor, but, Mr. Speaker, I know he will 
continue to lend all of his great talents 
to making higher education ever more 
effective and his country ever more 
successful. 

Well done, Doctor. 
f 

TUBEROUS SCLEROSIS COMPLEX 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, tu-
berous sclerosis complex, or TSC, is a 
genetic disease which causes tumors to 
form in organs throughout the body, 
impacting the health and abilities of 
those born with it. 

Nearly 50,000 Americans are affected 
by this condition, and many more cases 
remain undiagnosed because of lack of 
awareness or observable symptoms. 
For these individuals and their fami-
lies, the fight against TSC is constant. 

But in the face of this adversity, 
those with TSC show us strength and 
determination, not only to survive, but 
to thrive; individuals like Evan Moss 
from Virginia. 

Evan was just 2 years old when he 
was diagnosed with TSC and, by age 4, 
was suffering up to 400 seizures a 
month because of his condition. But 
like so many with TSC, Evan’s story is 
not defined by this impact. Now 11 
years old, Evan is an accomplished au-
thor and a passionate advocate for 
those living with TSC. 

As a member of the Congressional 
Rare Disease Caucus and honorary 
chair of the Tuberous Sclerosis Alli-
ance, I am focused on shedding light on 
conditions like TSC and highlighting 
exceptional individuals like Evan. 

The fight against TSC extends far be-
yond this Chamber, but each of us can 
play an important role in under-
standing and, ultimately, defeating tu-
berous sclerosis. 

f 

PASSAGE OF THE 
TRANSPORTATION BILL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. NOLAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, Members 
of the House, I would like to begin by 
thanking Chairman SHUSTER, chairman 
of the Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee, and Ranking Member 
DEFAZIO, for bringing forth here to 
floor of the House a long-term trans-
portation bill. 

It is the product of numerous hear-
ings that have been held over the last 
couple of years, and those hearings 
were interesting in that, universally, 
whether we were hearing from the head 
of the national Chamber of Commerce, 
or hearing from the head of the AFL– 
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